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New Nicaragua Policy;lJrged 

By JOEL BRINKLEY 

Speeiíl to Tli* New Yoric Times 

WASHINGTON. March M - 3» 
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riigriiss such issues in pubuc . 

But he said he felt compelled to come 
forward for what he called his first and 
last address on the subject because, he 
contended, United States policy in Cen- 
tral America is being held “hostage to 
an ill-timed, ill-planned program in 
support of a policy which no one under- 
stands.” 

He Asks for New Poilcy 

Unless the White Hot^ proposes a 
new program to deal with Nicaragua, 
he added, “the Executive wiU leave it- 
self open to defeat by Congress.” 

The White House had no comment on 
Mr. Durenberger’s remarks today. 

iYhitP Hnu.se officiais have said they 
intend to ask Congress within the next 
f ew weeks to approve $14 nulLion in re- 
newed covert aia to the NicaraguM 
wohslc (>v<>n thnuEh thev recosjuzelhat 


rfflcing all trade and economic cooper- 

ation. . 

“If we oppose the regime m Mana- 
gua,” he said, “why do we buy Nicara- 
guan beef and bananas?” 

Further, Mr. Durenberger said, the 
United States should consider a naval 
blockade, to insure that Nicaragua 
does not continue importing Soviet-bloc 
anns. He also said the Administratíon 
should make clear that the United 
States is prepared to join in an invasion 
of Nicaragua, “if the othef natíons un- 
dertake a collectíve actíon” in re- 
sponse to Sandinista agression. 


intend to ask Congress w ithin the next i 
f ew weeks to apt>rove >14 nullion in re- ■ 
newed covert aia to the Nicaragi^ 
rebels. even though tne v recogmze tnat 
Congressional oppositon is stron g. 

Although Mr. Durenberger said he 
shared virtually all oí Piesident Rea- 
gan’s concerns about Nicaragua, he 
added that “the controversy” between 
Congress and thé White House over the 
vote on aid “is joined on the wrong 
issue.” 

He said that “a negati've vote 
implies, incorrectíy, that Congress and 
the Administratíon are not in agree- 
ment on the need to oppose the Sandin- 
stas and aU they stand for.” 
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